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MINISTER’S LETTER 

Dear Friends  

We remember how Christmas was so drastically changed last year, 
and perhaps many fear that Christmas may be so this year. 
Understandably so, of course, when the threat of not being able to 
see loved ones and celebrate in the usual way looked very real. I’m 
writing this in a time of uncertainty again. We are allowed to go on 
as usual but the infection rates are rising alarmingly.  

Hopefully, by the time you read this, things might look different. We 
may have all had an appointment to receive the booster vaccine, 
making a convivial Christmas still more likely. Still, this period has 
taught us that nothing can be taken for granted. Whatever happens 
though, Christmas will not be cancelled.  

How can it be? The way we celebrate Christmas might look 
different this year, but what we celebrate will remain real and true. 
What the gospel writers have recorded for us of the birth of Jesus is 
not the cosy story of nativity plays. It involves homelessness, 
persecution and probably street-sleeping (we assume there was a 
stable though one is not mentioned; mangers were often kept in the 
stable yard. Mary and Joseph’s accommodation could well have 
been even more meagre than we often think). There’s no mention 
of a donkey either, and they most likely undertook the journey to 
Bethlehem on foot. Reading of the first Christmas, you are not 
meant to feel a comforting glow so much as a thrill of awe. This 
baby, as Matthew tells us, is Immanuel, God with us, or, “Our God 
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contracted to a span, incomprehensibly made man”, as Charles 
Wesley memorably put it.  

This means, above all else, hope even in difficult times. If God can 
make the ultimate identification with us, by becoming one of us, by 
making Himself known in flesh and blood, then who knows what 
else is possible? God, the creator of all that exists, is with us, 
involved in the whole of our life, including its doubts and difficulties, 
its struggles and uncertainties. We remember too, that God didn’t 
just come to us in Jesus to make a point or provide much needed 
reassurance to a lost humanity. No, His purpose was redemptive. 
Jesus would announce the coming of the Kingdom of God and that 
all those who choose to do so can enter it. That all those who so 
choose can know themselves forgiven, brought close to God, and 
given a hope and a future that without God would be forever 
beyond their grasp.  

That’s the Good News of Christmas, and it’s as true as it ever was. 
In fact, the world needs hope now more than ever. Let’s pray that 
more people discover Immanuel and reach out their hands and 
their hearts to God-with-us, this Christmas. 

Every blessing, 

Tanya 
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 

This prayer also appears in the magazines of our sister churches, 
St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s 

In the bleak mid winter  
Frosty wind made moan 
Earth stood hard as iron 

Water like a stone 

As the winter sets in and we celebrate the birth of Your son 
May we remember all in need through the winter. 

May we cherish the cold around us and take time to enjoy 
and marvel at the natural world,  

Snow and ice, frost and the sharp tang of a cold morning. 

May we remember to care for the creatures that share our 
lives by providing food, water and shelter and protecting 

the habitats in which they live 

What can I give Him poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a wise man I would do my part 

Yet what I can I give him? 
Give my heart  

May we give out heart, mind, soul and strength to do what 
we can to play our part to serve our neighbours near and 

far, Friend and stranger, Hunan and non-human 

Amen 

The secret of change is not to focus all your energy on fighting the 
old, but instead on building the new. 
Anonymous
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WORSHIP IN DECEMBER & JANUARY 

Lidgett Park (also on zoom): 

  5 Dec 10.30  Mr John Clay 

12 Dec 10.30  Mr Grenville Jensen 

19 Dec 15.00  Revd Tanya Short  Carol Service 

24 Dec 16.30  Revd Tanya Short  Crib Service  
  23.30  Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion 

25 Dec 10.45 Revd Tanya Short 

26 Dec No Service 

02 Jan 10.30 Mr Paul Spencer 

09 Jan 10.30 Revd Tanya Short  Covenant Service 

16 Jan 10.30 Mr Steve Jones 

23 Jan 10.30 Ecumenical Covenant Service St Andrews 

30 Jan 10.30 Revd Phil Chilvers 

Shadwell: 

  5 Dec 9.30 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion  

12 Dec 9.30 Dr Stanley Pearson  

19 Dec 9.30 Revd Tanya Short  Carol Service 

25 Dec 9.30 Revd Tanya Short  

02 Jan 9.30 Mr John Clay  

09 Jan 9.30 Mr Roger Richardson 

16 Jan 9.30 Revd Tanya Short  Covenant Service 

23 Jan 9.30 Mr Fidelis Chinyama 

30 Jan 9.30 Mr Steve Jones 
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SHADWELL CAROL TRAIL 

St Pauls and Shadwell Methodist Churches invite you on the 
‘Shadwell Carol Trail’ on Wednesday 22nd December at 6pm 

Follow the Map trail and sing through carols the Christmas story. We start at 
the bus terminus, stopping midway at the Village Hall for a warm around the 
fire pit and a mince pie and end at the Red Lion with a good sing, where 
you can join us for a drink!! If walking is tricky drive to each stop or join us 
for just one or two! 

All donations will be shared between Action For Children and The Children’s 
Society, there will be no ‘house to house collections, but buckets will be out 
and donations can be given to each Church labelled Carol Trail Donation’. 

We hope to see you there – wrap up warm! 
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ADVENT BIBLE STUDY

During Advent season, we often sing, "Come thou long-expected 
Jesus...". We put up the same decorations, sing the same carols, 
lay out the same creche; we imagine what it was like to welcome 

Jesus into the world on that silent night. So peaceful. So lovely. But 
what if everything was not as it seems? What if Jesus actually 

challenged everyone's expectations of what a Messiah would be 
like, how he should arrive, what he would do? What if he was born 

in a house with a family, in a noisy bustling town and not a quiet 
stable? What if he was more interested in those who were outside 
the religious and social establishment than those who were in it? 

What if looking closely at the scriptures overturns our expectations 
of Advent and Christmas in a way that changes us forever? 

Thursday afternoons in December at 3.30pm on Zoom

Contact Rev Tanya Short – for the zoom code 

tanya.short65@gmail.com  

Session 1: Great Expectations – 2.12.21 
Session 2: Unexpected Arrival – 9.12.21 

Session 3: Unexpected Encounters – 16.12.21 
Session 4: Unexpected Returns – 23.12.21

mailto:tanya.short65@gmail.com
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PROJECT NEWS. DECEMBER 2021. 

I think most of you will know by now that our November Coffee 
Morning and Brass Band concert raised over £500. A magnificent 
sum and a huge “thank you” to everyone who supported us. I 
must also thank – again – Yorkshire Post Brass for offering to play 
for us without charge, thus enabling us to keep all the concert 
donations for our Church charities.  

I can not let the “thank yous” finish without also mentioning the 
helpers during the morning: those who set up the tables and 
chairs, who helped serve the coffee, who manned the bookstall, 
Fairtrade stall and cake stall and who then helped clear away at 
the end. As well as the helpers at the concert. The list goes on! 
But without these very willing folk, such events could not happen 
and the Project Group is very grateful, always. 

The concert itself was a joy! To sit in church, listening once more 
to live music and for the quality of that music to be so good, was a 
delight. The choice of music made by the band was lovely, a trip 
through the ages and genres of music to which we could all tap 
our feet. It seemed to set just the right tone for a community 
starting to come out of lockdown.  

We must also say another “thank you” to those who operated the 
Zoom system so that those who could not join us on the day were 
still able to be with us over the Internet. I have been told that the 
concert was enjoyable on Zoom, the sound was good as was the 
picture quality. We will be repeating the Zoom session for our 
Christmas concert. 

We sadly missed three of our Project bakers through illness this 
month – Heather Crosby, Jan Rippin and Wendy Taylor. We wish 
them all a very speedy recovery and our thoughts and prayers are 
with them all. 

Our next Coffee Morning is on Saturday December 4th. There will 
be the usual stalls – books, cakes, Fairtrade and we will also be 
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selling David Wilks’s CD of Organ Music, which would make a 
delightful present. We may also have a stall selling home-made 
crafts but this is still under discussion  - a notice will be put in the 
church bulletin to confirm. We would love to see you there to start 
the festive season.  

Our traditional Christmas Concert with the Wendel Singers and the 
YP Brass will take place on Tuesday December 21st. Tickets are now 
available with a minimum donation of £8 for the church concert, £5 
for the Zoom version. Mince pies and tea / coffee will be served 
(Covid securely) in the interval. For those on Zoom, I’m afraid 
technology has not advanced far enough to enable us to provide 
food over the airwaves! 

The Project Group will now be looking forward into 2022 to start 
planning for, hopefully, a gradual opening-up of communal events. 
We do hope to see you there! 

Margaret Farrar. On behalf of the Project Group.  

Stop press : we will be raffling a home-made, decorated 6” 
Christmas cake, kindly donated by Mary, at the December Coffee 
Morning to raise funds for the Project. 

SHEILA RYDER  26th Nov 
1937 - 18th Oct 2021 

Sheila was many things to many 
people. Born on November 26th 
1937 in Bristol, Sheila was the 
second of five children. Despite 
not having the best start in life, 
Sheila was determined to turn 
things around and had 
ambitions for a better future. 
Growing up around Boston Spa 
and Wetherby, she did well at 
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Tadcaster Grammar Grammar School, and particularly enjoyed 
Maths.  

The Methodist church played a significant part in Sheila’s life. As a 
teenager she joined Wetherby Youth Club, where she formed a 
friendship group that continued throughout her life. On a night out 
dancing in Harrogate, Sheila met Tom Ryder, a young man from 
Roundhay. In 1963 they married at Chapel Allerton Methodist 
Church and settled into married life in Redhall, where they 
welcomed Steven in 1969. In 1970 they moved to Gateland Lane 
in Shadwell, where they also welcomed Heather. Sheila loved the 
community of Shadwell and immersed herself in village life; she 
joined practically every group in Shadwell.   

She transferred to Shadwell Methodist Church and thoroughly 
enjoyed her roles as Sunday School Teacher and Treasurer.  
Sheila loved the wider church community, engaging with many 
churches in the District, and forming lasting friendships with people 
from other churches. One of the highlights of this time was a 
District trip to the MAYC weekend in London. Sheila joined a large 
group performing on stage at the Albert Hall. This involved wearing 
canary yellow trousers, which Sheila sewed  for the whole group, 
and which made repeated reappearances at Fun Days and 
dramas within church for years. She shared many happy times at 
the church, helping with weekends away, Holiday Clubs, Fun Days 
and JMA sleepovers. For years she was the chief scone baker for 
events, and she was an active participant in many Discussion 
Groups. 

She had a number of jobs locally, but the one that really fulfilled 
her was as School Secretary at Moortown Primary School, where 
she remained until retirement. She loved the contact with children 
and enjoyed great relationships with the staff. Sheila was a 
homemaker, making clothes, gardening and baking fabulous 
cakes. As a cricket widow, she took her turn to provide and serve 
teas at Shadwell Cricket Club. She loved playing badminton and 
tennis for many years. 
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She was a stickler for making her children practise their music, 
and endured many years of dodgy piano, trumpet, clarinet and 
saxophone noises, plus Tom’s trombone repertoire. 

Sheila loved walking in the countryside, even after having both 
knees replaced, and was well known as a regular walker around 
the village.  

Sheila’s motto, and the way she lived her life, was most definitely 
“do it while you can”. She was warm and caring, supportive and a 
good friend and listener, a serial volunteer for any job, who has left 
fond memories with all who knew her. 

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 
Different people in different countries celebrate Christmas in 
different ways. Many of the things we associate with Christmas 
are really quite recent. Even one of the oldest customs, Santa 
Claus has changed in recent times. Santa Claus really existed as 
St Nicholas who lived about 400 years after the birth of Jesus and 
who was remembered for giving gifts to the poor and taking care 
of young children. St Nicholas in Dutch was called Sinter Klaas 
and from this we get the name Santa Klaus, but the Santa Klaus 
we know today really comes from America where he was 
described in a poem called "A visit from St Nicholas" in 1923 
(Clement Clarke Moore).  
The other thing that has come to us from America is the Turkey. A 
hundred years ago the Christmas dinner in this country used to be 
a goose. 
The Christmas tree is another custom that has come to us from 
another country. It is really a German tradition. The people in 
Germany used to celebrate the feast of Adam and Eve on 
December 24th and used a tree hung with apples to remind them 
of the tree in the Garden of Eden. We now use it to remind us of 
Jesus. The green fir tree reminds us of the life we have in Jesus 
and the candles remind us that Jesus is the light of the world. 
German settlers took the custom to America in about 1700 but it 
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was brought to England by Prince Albert, the husband of Queen 
Victoria only about 150 years ago. Another tradition which has 
developed is that every year the people of Norway give the 
people of Britain a Christmas tree for Trafalgar Square in London 
as a way of saying thank you for the help we gave the during the 
last war. 
Christmas cards probably are an English invention but the first 
Christmas card as we know it didn’t appear until 1843, again just 
over 150 years ago. It was used to send people good wishes. 
We then introduced that to America. 
So Christmas as we know it comes from many different countries 
and many of the customs are quite recent but we use them to 
remind us of the important things about Jesus. Christmas should 
be a time of happiness when we think about the needs of others, 
when we give others presents and when we remember the love 
that God has for us. Sometimes this gets forgotten in the midst of 
all the shopping and all the parties. Ed 

INEQUALITY – A DIFFERENT ANGLE 

With regard to the article entitled ‘Inequality’ in the November 
issue of The Link may I say I agree wholeheartedly that the 
enormous, eye-watering monetary sums highlighted are difficult 
to comprehend for the vast majority of the world’s population, not 
just the readers of UK national newspapers. Dictionary 
definitions of inequality do not include the words unjust or unfair, 
as with inequitable, so can we accept that the billionaires’ assets 
have been acquired legitimately over the years even if certain 
aspects ‘sail close to the wind’ thanks, I understand, to highly 
paid specialist accountants and lawyers where the words 
evasion, avoidance, trusts, off-shore and shell companies are 
regularly used. 

However, inequality does not only appear in financial terms, 
although it is probably the most noticeable, but in many other 
areas of our national life such as health, education, where and to 
whom born etc. 
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Concentrating on financial inequality as detailed may I put forward 
two scenarios which will delight the majority of the populations – 
well who doesn’t like spending other people’s money? 

What could be the effect of an equitable distribution of wealth if 
the recorded billionaires were instructed to donate £1bn each for 
the good of the whole UK? Assuming the billionaires were readily 
able to liquidate their various assets – homes, properties, 
artworks, stocks, shares and other financial instruments – without 
depleting parts of the economy (jobs) and an element of our 
personal pensions, what could be done with the cash? 

As there is no real consensus on the numbers of and definition of 
poor and disadvantaged let us be fair and consider everyone in 
the UK and distribute the whole £147bn in tax free sums by either 
of the following two categories. 

Category 1: an equal amount to every man, woman, and child of 
the UK population of approximately 70 million. 
Category 2: an equal amount to each of the working population, a 
figure of around 30 million has been bandied about during Covid 
19 cost assessments. 

Under category 1 each recipient would receive a one-off payment 
of £2,100. 
Under category 2 each recipient would receive a one-off payment 
of £4,900. 

Whichever system was adopted both will be classed as unfair and 
unjust from an early stage by different sections of the population, 
organisations, pressure groups, special cases, etc. How can it be 
equitable for a Premiership footballer, Prime Minister or care-
worker to receive the same amount? An exercise within your 
family and friends will throw up anomalies within a purported UK-
wide fair system. I can imagine very little agreement as well on 
who should be responsible for the distribution of this largesse. As 
with the lump sum payouts in relation to miss-sold PPI the 
£147bn in windfall payments would soon be put back into the 
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national economy and support a modest stimulus. Possibly a good 
proportion of the money will again fill the coffers of the original 
billionaires. 

What would Jesus do today? Probably not write solely to influential 
newspapers, magazines and periodicals with their limited 
circulations but use the great variety of internet platforms for truly 
worldwide coverage. Papers, platforms and services owned or 
financed by the very same billionaires being asked to “donate’ part 
of their fortunes. Should Jesus’ communication be endorsed by the 
leaders of all other world faiths and religions, the world’s possible 
response, sadly, would be that of the Gospel’s rich young man. 

Inequality is not just a Western Christian problem. My hypothetical 
distribution of £147bn may give some families and individuals the 
largest lump sum they have ever had, but apart from a very few I 
would imagine it would not be life changing, although for a short 
period it would help a little ‘those who were struggling to make ends 
meet’. 

As I write, the £100bn (not yet confirmed) first step aid pledge at 
COP 26 aimed at countering the effects of climate change in the 
developing world is completely insignificant when compared to the 
theoretical exercise of distributing just £147bn throughout the UK. 

Extremely high and incomprehensible financial dealings are well 
beyond me (as are the details in Professor Brian Cox’s ‘Universe’ 
programme) so I shall daydream of spending my £2,100 shoud Cat 
1 be adopted or graciously contemplate the nothingness of Cat 2. 
Whatever happens in the world, the charity requests will still pour 
in. 

Colin Watson 

As editor perhaps, for once, I can be allowed to forgo a neutral 
stance and say that I disagree with the above argument. The 
targeted use of wealth can be extremely effective in reducing 
inequality. Just consider the benefits produced by investment in 
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antimalarial vaccines or the implementation of simple hygiene 
measures such as safe water supplies. Bill Clinton highlighted a 
number of outcomes that could be realised by the diversion of a 
fraction of the money spent on armaments (not that he did much 
about it while he was president). A levy on the world’s richest, 
judiciously applied, could do a lot to improve the lot of the poorest. 
Stan Pearson. 

A BIG THANK YOU 
To all those who helped with the Christian Aid Soup Lunch in 
November. We raised £343 (plus Gift Aid of £63). 

SAVE THE DATE 
The indomitable, multitalented, entertaining, (unpredictable?), not-
to be-missed Lidgett Drama Group are planning two evenings 
packed with hilarity, suspense and surprise on Friday 11th  & 
Saturday 12th February. More details in the February Link or, for 
those who can’t wait for that august publication, you can contact 
Pat Brooke or one of the members of the Drama Group.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER 
Why are forms of Christian worship so stilted and so restrained? 
Are we in worship communicating with an aristocratic or a 
capitalistic God who wants little people to be very well behaved or 
even muted when they approach his majesty? Let there be less 
cringing and scraping in liturgy. Why should we have to cringe and 
scrape even in our Father’s house. 
Mongameli Mabona South African RC Lecturer 

A parable is an assault of the conventions, including the social, 
ecomenic and mythic structures that people build for their own 
comfort and security. A parable is a story meant to invert and 
subvert these structures and to suggest that the way of the kingdom 
is not the way of the world. 
Sallie McFague “Speaking in Parables” SCM Press, London 
1975.
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CRYPTIC BOOK QUIZ (answers on page 25) 

1. A group of lions with unfair feeling (5,3,9) 
2. Conceited gathering of stalls and amusements (6,4) 
3. Blustrous hilltops (9,7) 
4. Tremendous anticipations (5,12) 
5. Small females (6,5) 
6. Half-way through the third month of the year (11) 
7. They are from the capital city of Ireland (9) 
8. Bird of prey from Malta (3,7,6) 
9. Blown away (4,4,3,4) 
10. Not inside this continent (3,2,6) 
11. Fatality on the longest river in Africa (5,2,3,4) 
12. Small house for royalty to gamble in (6,6) 
13. The noble owner of precious finger jewellery (3,4,2,3,5) 
14. The ruler of two-winged insects (3,4,2,3,5) 
15. The first meal of the day at this jewellery shop (9,2,8) 
16. Take the life of an American thrush (2,4,1,7,4) 
17. Singular flight over the bed of a crazy bird (3,4,4,3,7,4) 
18. The man who takes vows for a child at their baptism (3,9) 
19. Prickly feathered creatures (3,5,5) 
20. What you get when you mix red and blue (3,5,6) 
21. Baby sheep not making a sound (3,7,2,3,5) 
22. The photographer (3,7) 
23. Ring of companions (6,2,5) 
24. The Practice (3,4) 
25. Writing pad to write notes in (3,8) 
26. Angie’s cinders (7,5) 
27. Making up for wrongdoing (9) 
28. Borough of New York City (8) 
29. Chamber (4) 
30. Ordinary individuals (6,6)

Everyone is entitled to his or her own opinions, but no one is 
entitled to his or her own facts. Daniel Moynihan 
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LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP 
 
Your Committee has decided to continue with the Group 
Meetings monthly on Friday mornings at 10.30 am until 12 noon.  
So here are the new dates for your diaries.  
 
17th December -    Regrettably, owing to Covid restrictions, it has 
not been possible for us to arrange our usual Carol Service this 
year and attendance at our brief Christmas celebration will be 
restricted to members of the Ladies' Group. We look forward to 
welcoming everyone once again next year. Ladies - as well as 
your donation toward refreshments, we are hoping that you will 
also consider, in the absence of a President's chosen charity, 
bringing something for the Food Bank - a tin of food, or toiletries 
etc.  
 
21st January, 2022. We would like you to bring along a Christmas 
present that you have received and not been able to find a home 
for. It may be just what someone else wants. Festive paper or 
other wrapping required, please.  
 
25th February    A Beetle Drive  
 
25th March We are hoping to arrange a Speaker for this meeting 
but may have to change dates depending on availability.  
 
22nd April Flower Arranging.  
 
Wishing Everybody a Happy Christmas and an even Brighter 
New Year,  
 
Your Committee  

If you ever think the grass is greener on the other side of the fence, 
it's time to start watering your own. Bear Grylls 
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A CHURCH-CENTRED CHURCH IS A CONTRADICTION IN 
TERMS 

There follows a response from Neil Richardson (30th October) to 
an editorial in The Guardian which underlined the financial crisis 
facing the Church of England both in terms of the upkeep of its 
buildings in the face of declining congregations and the problem 
of declining numbers of ordained clergy. Something for us to 
reflect on as we think about the future direction of our circuit. Ed 

As the British Methodist president in 2003, I co-signed – with 
archbishop Rowan Williams in Westminster Abbey – the Anglican-
Methodist covenant that committed our two churches to unity. It 
seemed a bright prospect then – less so, perhaps, now. 

Yet the pandemic is changing so much. A younger generation, 
disillusioned with the church, though not necessarily with 
Christianity, are voting with their feet. Meanwhile, Anglican priests 
and Methodist ministers continue to crisscross each other’s paths, 
desperately trying to keep their respective churches afloat. Is it 
too much to hope for a radical new national initiative from the 
churches that recognises the new urgency required by both the 
pandemic and climate change? 

There is a paradox at the church’s heart. A church-centred church 
is a contradiction in terms. Yet, across the country, many 
churches are still hellbent on self-maintenance by fundraising, 
recruiting – not the same thing as evangelism – and new 
management schemes. Other, deeper issues need urgent 
attention – such as the quality of Sunday worship and preaching, 
and a more self-sacrificial engagement with a world in crisis. But 
maybe a kindly Providence is drawing us towards a slimmer but 
brighter future – greener for the planet, more united for the 
churches? 
Rev Dr Neil Richardson 
Orleton, Herefordshire

https://www.theguardian.com/world/christianity
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The Nativity Stories 

In the popular imagination there is one Christmas nativity story, 
involving the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem because of 
a Roman census, an over-full inn, a stable where Jesus is born and 
laid in a manger, a visit to the Christ-child by shepherds from nearby 
fields, a subsequent visit by three exotic magi, whose enquiries 
unleash the wrath of Herod the Great, and a flight into Egypt before 
the holy family settle in Nazareth, where Jesus spends his 
childhood — the whole preceded by the account of the Annunciation 
to Mary by the Angel Gabriel, Joseph’s uncertainty about what to 
do, his divine reassurance, and the companion narrative of the birth 
of John to Elizabeth and Zacharias, itself characterised by a 
sequence of events which mark it out as special. 

But this single narrative, as we carry it in our heads, does not exist: 
it is a conflation of versions of the story occurring in only two of the 
gospels. Mark, the earliest of the four, starts with the beginning of 
Jesus’ public ministry, while John’s, the last of the four to be written, 
opens in a completely different way, which sets the tone for an 
approach to the good news of the gospel that makes it quite distinct 
from the other three. Only Matthew and Luke, written after Mark and 
before John, narrate the Nativity, but with different details and 
emphases one from the other. It prompts us to ask where these 
stories came from. They are clearly not from the authors’ first-hand 
observation; and, if they came from stories passed down orally, how 
factually accurate is any of their detail?  How had these stories been 
shaped and developed? How much had they been gradually re-
framed to harmonise with the prophecies of the Old Testament, to 
which they refer? What details had been re-fashioned or even 
introduced to draw out the essential meaning: that this child (looking 
back from the perspective of at least a generation after the 
Crucifixion and Resurrection) was known to be — and needed to be 
narratively presented as — someone who was more than ‘just’ 
human because he was God incarnate, the ‘Messiah’, the ‘Anointed 
One’, or ‘Christos’ as it is in Greek.  
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Oral traditions invariably shape narratives as they are passed on, 
in ways pointed to by these questions. It is a progression in 
narrative formation that is found in all ages and cultures, all the 
more so when there is a compelling need for the narrative to 
convey a Big Idea, as in this case. At the simplest level, Matthew 
and Luke were probably drawing upon stories already developed to 
satisfy curious interest about the earlier stages of Jesus’ life, which 
generated yet more detailed accounts of his birth and childhood in 
the apocryphal gospels of later centuries. But such infancy 
narratives would also have satisfied a powerful expectation, found 
in all traditional cultures, that special figures (gods, heroes, and so 
on) are marked out by the exceptional nature of their birth and the 
circumstances surrounding it. A birth-narrative defining the nature 
of that exception is looked for, and Matthew and Luke met the need 
by including versions of the stories that had grown up around 
Jesus. Part of the reason for how they differ from each other is that 
they were writing for different kinds of reader — gentiles in the 
case of Luke, and believers from the Jewish tradition in the case of 
Matthew. But exploration of their differences is for another 
occasion, perhaps next Christmas. 

Joyce Hill 

CHRISTMAS BELLS 

The poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, was filled with sorrow at 
the tragic death of his wife in 1861. The American Civil War broke 
out the same year, and it seemed that this was an additional 
punishment. Two years later, Longfellow was again saddened to 
learn that his son had been seriously wounded in a battle in that 
war. 

Sitting down to his desk on Christmas Day, he heard the church 
bells ringing. It was in this setting that Longfellow wrote these 
lines. Note that I have changed the word men to all at the end of 
each verse to make it gender inclusive. 
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I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to all! 

And thought how, as the day had come, 
The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along the unbroken song 
Of peace on earth , good will to all! 

Till, ringing , singing on its way, 
The world revolved, from night to day, 

A voice, a chime, a chant sublime 
Of peace on earth, good will to all! 

Then from each black, accursed mouth 
The cannon thundered in the South, 

And with the sound, the carols drowned 
Of peace on earth, good will to all! 

It was as if an earthquake rent 
The hearth-stones of a continent, 

And made forlorn the households born 
Of peace on earth, good will to all! 

And in despair I bowed my head; 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said; 

“For hate is strong and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to all.” 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep. 
“God is not dead, nor doth he sleep! 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good will to all!” 

For Longfellow, the sound of the church bells and associated 
Christmas thoughts changed his sorrow and despair into one of 
hope for the future. And that must be true for us as well. 
Gerry Leake 
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FROM SHADWELL CAFÉ: 
Shadwell Methodist Church will be providing its usual selection of 
delicious cakes, scones and drinks on: 
Saturday 4th December 
Tuesday 21st December 
Tuesday 11th January 
Saturday 22nd January 
In the New Year the Cafe Days change to the second Tuesday and 
the fourth Saturday in the month to avoid a clash with the Lidgett 
coffee morning. We hope you will try and support both. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM REV. JOHN SADLER 

Dear Friends 

The preface in the traditional Nine Lessons and carols expresses 
how the Christmas message embraces the whole range of human 
experience. Bethlehem, angels and the child lying in a manger are 
all mentioned and so too is another dimension described in these 
words,' Let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us 
but on another shore , and in a greater light.'  The love that comes 
down at Christmas is a reality in both the seen and unseen, in the 
present and in the future, in the joy of living and in the sadness of 
dying offering an eternal thread of grace, mercy and hope. 
Christmas highlights memories and the child we greet is embodied 
in them for he, in a few decades will grow up and experience first 
hand the joys and sorrows of life.  

It is to this reality, the Christ Child and the Living Lord to whom we 
cling for whatever we face in life. His presence holds and affirms, we 
are loved.  

A very Happy and Peaceful Christmas 

John 

Christmas Card List has been curtailed and a donation made to 
Cancer research. 
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
Reproduced with the permission of the BBC 

Dear BBC listeners, good morning!  

Climate change and the Covid-19 pandemic have exposed our 
deep vulnerability and raised numerous doubts and concerns 
about our economic systems and the way we organize our 
societies.  

We have lost our sense of security and are experiencing a sense 
of powerlessness and loss of control over our lives.  

We find ourselves increasingly frail and even fearful, caught up in a 
succession of “crises” in the areas of health care, the environment, 
food supplies and the economy, to say nothing of social, 
humanitarian and ethical crises. All these crises are profoundly 
interconnected. They also forecast a “perfect storm” that could 
rupture the bonds holding our society together within the greater 
gift of God’s creation.  

Every crisis calls for vision, the ability to formulate plans and put 
them rapidly into action, to rethink the future of the world, our 
common home, and to reassess our common purpose. These 
crises present us with the need to take decisions, radical decisions 
that are not always easy. At the same time, moments of difficulty 
like these also present opportunities, opportunities that we must 
not waste.  

We can confront these crises by retreating into isolationism, 
protectionism and exploitation. Or we can see in them a real 
chance for change, a genuine moment of conversion, and not 
simply in a spiritual sense.  

This last approach alone can guide us towards a brighter horizon. 
Yet it can only be pursued through a renewed sense of shared 
responsibility for our world, and an effective solidarity based on 
justice, a sense of our common destiny and a recognition of the 
unity of our human family in God’s plan for the world.  
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All this represents an immense cultural challenge. It means giving 
priority to the common good, and it calls for a change in 
perspective, a new outlook, in which the dignity of every human 
being, now and in the future, will guide our ways of thinking and 
acting.  

The most important lesson we can take from these crises is our 
need to build together, so that there will no longer be any borders, 
barriers or political walls for us to hide behind. Some days ago, on 
4 October, I met with religious leaders and scientists to sign a Joint 
Appeal in which we called upon ourselves and our political leaders 
to act in a more responsible and consistent manner. I was 
impressed by something said by one of the scientists present at 
that meeting. He told us: “If things continue as they are, in fifty 
years’ time my baby granddaughter will have to live in an 
unliveable world”.  

We cannot allow this to happen!  

It is essential that each of us be committed to this urgent change 
of direction, sustained by our own faith and spirituality. In the Joint 
Appeal, we spoke of the need to work responsibly towards a 
“culture of care” for our common home, but also for ourselves, and 
the need to work tirelessly to eliminate “the seeds of conflicts: 
greed, indifference, ignorance, fear, injustice, insecurity and 
violence”.  

Humanity has never before had at its disposal so many means for 
achieving this goal. The political decision makers who will meet at 
COP26 in Glasgow are urgently summoned to provide effective 
responses to the present ecological crisis and in this way to offer 
concrete hope to future generations. And it is worth repeating that 
each of us – whoever and wherever we may be – can play our 
own part in changing our collective response to the unprecedented 
threat of climate change and the degradation of our common 
home. 
His Holiness Pope Francis 29th October 2021 
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Book Quiz Answers 

1. Pride and Prejudice                      
2. Vanity Fair 
3. Wuthering Heights 
4. Great Expectations 
5. Little Women 
6. Middlemarch 
7. Dubliners 
8. The Maltese Falcon 
9. Gone with the Wind 
10. Out of Africa 
11. Death on the Nile 
12. Casino Royale 
13. The Lord of the Rings 
14. The Lord of the Flies 
15. Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
16. To Kill a Mocking Bird 
17. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 
18. The Godfather 
19. The Thorn Birds 
20. The Color Purple 
21. The Silence of the Lambs 
22. The Snapper 
23. Circle of Friends 
24. The Firm 
25. The Notebook 
26. Angela’s Ashes 
27. Atonement 
28. Brooklyn 
29. Room 
30. Normal People

The true measure of a man is how he treats someone who can 
do him absolutely no good. Samuel Johnson 
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SOMETHING TO TAKE INTO THE NEW YEAR 
SubsGtute the word year for day in the following (Ed) 

Discovered on a bookmark in a li>le village Methodist church 
in the North York Moors:- 
  
This is the beginning of a New Day, 
God has given me this day to use as I will. 
I can waste it or grow in its light & be of service to others. 
But what I do with this day is important because I have 
exchanged a day of my life for it: 
When tomorrow comes today will be gone for ever. 
I hope I will not regret the price I paid for it. 

With thanks to Margaret Leake 
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